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To my CaTACHUMENS: ; 


DOVE. [7 / $ Sermon 1 preached fo you on News: : 
l Years-Day, 1717-18. when you defired 
nne to print it, which I thought fit to de- 
lay, and promis d to dedicate it to you, when ever 
I ſhould print it. I preach'd it afterwards on the 
Lord's-day, the l oth of Auguſt 1718. at the late 
Reverend Mr. Mauduit's Meetinghouſe, near Ber- 
mondſey Southwark, when that Congregation was 
divided about calling a New. Miniſter, and was 
then deſired to print it, in order to refute the hing 
Cavils of ſome fooliſh People, which I refuted by 
ſighting them, and delayed printing, becauſe the 
Subject was then much debated by the Clergy of 
the hin of England, with whom I had no Bu- 
fineſs : And next Tear the Text was ſo well hands 
led by the Reverend Mr. John Cummng # in a print- 
ed Sermon, that I thought my printing ſuperfluous. 
But being lately invited to peach on Monday the 
firſt of this Inflant Auguſt 1720. 10 a Society that 
maintain an Evening Lecture on the Lord's-day, at the 
Reverend Mr. Samuel Harris's Meetinghouſe in 
Goodman's Fields, inſtead of Politicks, which they 
expected not from me, I preach'd this ſame Sermon, 
which Mr. Thomas Pringle, Mr. William Jenkins, 
and many more that heard it importun'd me to print, 
and generouſly undertook the Charge of the Preſs. 
I have anſwer d their Requeſt, perform'd my Promiſe 
you, and printed it in this Form, that it may be 
diſpers'd among the poorer fort of People that can't 
affor'd Money for larger Books, nor time to read 


' them. IT wiſh it may be uſeful to any that peruſe 


it, and conflantly pray to the God of all Gract, © 
that as ye have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ye 
wi Coun in him, rooted and built up in him, 

na in 2 Faith, as oy have been taught, 


e 


i 


abounding therein with Thankſgiving; 5 and bear 


tily eile my ſelf _ 
Four affectionate Paſtor, 
Swallow-ſtreet, Sr. James's, 
| EDD . and humble Servant, 


Janis ASDERSOX, : 
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A Lawns of Praiſe zo the BLESSED TxiNITY/ 
By = Reverend Mr. Wars, in his third Book of HYMNS. 


4 Give immortal Praiſe 
To God the Father's Love 
For all my Comforts here, 
And better Hopes aboye z 
He ſent his own 
| Eternal Son, )* 
FE: To die for Sins 7 
7. 2... *: The Jia hed done; „ 
5 Ke To God the Son belongs ee 
ds Immortal Glory too, 0 
8 Who bought us with his Blood 
4:33 7 From everlaſting Woe: 
7 And now he. lives, 
And now ns, 
FR N ens ps ö 
. Of all his Pains. | 
3 3 To God:the Spirits a” £ 
Immortal Worſhipgive, _ 
| Whoſe new-creating Power 
| N the dead Sinner Ive 7 
- His work ws" +norgehl EE 
' The great Deſign, 
And fills the Soul 
Wird Joy Divine 
Almighty God, to Thee 
FO 4 Be ei endleſs Honours done ; 
"25 „ 5 The Undivided Thr ee, nad 
. "ſy the Myſterions One : * 
N Where Reaſon fails 
4 With all her Pow'rs, 
„ There Faith prevails, 


And Love ados. 2 
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1 D E III. 
Bebel iden I gave all Dili genes to write 


unto you of the common Satvation, it was 
neeaful for me. to write unto you, and ex- 
Hort you, that ye ſhould earneſtly contend 
for the Faith once n unto * 
&, ants. 


— 


HE Apoltle Fade, called elſewhere all 
and Thaddeus to diſtinguiſh him from Jade 


it has ſome Reference to their Epiſtles. Af- 

ter the Preface and Salutation, v. 1, 2. the Apoſtle proceeds 
in the Text to his main Propoſition and Exhortation, giv- 
ing the Neceſſity and Occaſion of it, v. 4. And in the 
following Verſes he argues for it, and brings ſome 
Antidotes againſt the Infection of Seducers, and con- 
cludes with a Doxology.. 162555 
I ſay, the main Scope of the Evil) in the Text, in 
which we have Cn AdErdDIGy | „ 1 


bh The Apoſtle? 8 i ionate Compllations Ty 
IL His general End, v/z: to promote the common 


Saluation. 
III. His particular End. viz: to ah ep them, the 


they e e, camily contend for the FOR once e delivered 
70 7 . "I $44 | > 
lt . 


Ifcariot, ſeems to have wrote this Epiſtle 
after the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, becauſe 


(2) 


IV. The Neceſſity of Writing at this Time, inti- 
mated.” It was needſul for me to write unto you, und 
exhort you, &c. which is plainly accounted for, v. 4. 


I. The Apoſtle begins with a moſt endearing and en- 
gaging Addreſs, calling them Beloved,: This he. doth 
©. . Not only to ſignify to them his molt ſincere Affection, 
but likewiſe to gain their grateful Reſpect, and to in- 
cline them duly to regard his Advice, and to ſuffer the 
Word of Exhortation. We find the Apoſtle Paul in 
giving the like Advice, uſes the like Prudence. Pbil. 
iv. 1. Therefore, my Brethren, dearly beloved and loug- 
ed for, my Joy aud Crown, ſo ſtand faſt iu the Lora, 55 
dearly beloved. 1 LOSES - 
II. His general End of Writing is here expreſſed : 
When I gave all Diligence to write unto you of the Com- 
mon Salvation, in which the Apoſtle news, 


| Lt I. The great End of his Writing. I 

2. His great Diligence or Application. The great 
End of his Writing was to promote the common Sal- 
a vation, Which is the End of all the revealed Will of 
| God, 212. that Men may be directed and influenced to 
. | flee from the Wrath-to come, and to obtain everlaſting 
=» Life; as the grand Enquiry is, What ſhall T do to be 
| 1 ſaved? This needs no Proof; nor ſhall I ſtay to explain 
[ whit is meant by Salvation here, my Intention being to 
| proceed to other Things. And therefore I ſhall only 
| briefly inform you in what Senſe 'tis here called the 


> 


Common Salvation, and With what View. 


” 


* lt is not to exptefs an Intention of God to fave all 
j rational Creatures at laſt, be they ever ſo wicked, after 
[ a certain Time of Suffering; as ſome have fooliſhly 
©I imagin'd, contrary to the Tenor of God's Word, and 
1 particularly of this Epiſtle, wherein we read of the ever- 
laſting Damnation df the fallen Angels, of the Sodomites, 
ö of Cain, Balaam and Corab, with their Followers and 
| Imitators, 20 'whom is reſerved the Blackneſs. of Dark- 
weſs for ever. on” 75 5 | 
But the Salvation of. Believers is here called the Com- 
| mon Salvation. 1. Becauſe it is propoſed in common 
to all the World, to all ſorts of Men, and the Offer is 
4 1 | * — Wot 


tm) 


not confin'd to any particular Nation, or ſet of Men, | 


as under the Mofaical Oeconomy: For though our Sa- 
yiour before his Crucifixion ſent forth his Diſciples, not 
to preach to the Gentiles, but only to the loſt Sheep of 
the Houſe of 1ſrael ; yet after his Reſurrection, and 
when he aſcended PR | he extended their Com- 


miſſion; ſaying, (je and diſciple all Nations, preach © 


the Goſpel to every Creature. 2. Becauſe there is but 
one way of Salvation for all that are ſaved, whoever 
they are, and wherever they reſide, v:2. The good old 
Way of Faith and Holineſs, of believing in the Lord: 
Jeſus Chriit, repenting towards God, and walking as 
Chriſt walked in all p; 
has not revealed any other Way in his Word, and as: 
ſecret Things belong to God, ſo Things revealed be- 
long only to us; and we ſhould not pretend to be wiſe, 


above what is written, by ſuppoſing more Ways than one 


1 # Ll 


to Heaven. ED 8 
And the Apoſtle's View ſeems to be a recommend- 
ing of his Exhortations, and a conciliating of their due 
Regard to his Perſon and Doctrine: For in calling it the 
Common Salvation, he lets them know that he is as much 
concerned in it as they are, and therefore is obliged to be 
atter of common Concern. | „ | 
2. He ſhews his great Application to this Work: 


When ] gave all Diligence. It was the Buſineſs of the 


Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel to all Nations, and to 
teach the World the whole Council of God, without 
being fixed to a particular Flock: But they could not 


attend all parts of the Catholick Church at the ſame 


Time; and were therefore obliged to write Epiſtles di- 
rected either to particular Churches, as that to the Ko- 
mans, Corinthians, &c, or to all Churches in general; 
as that of James, and thoſe of Peter, and this of Fude. 
Indeed one would think that our Apoſtle had writ of- 
ten to the Churches of the Common Salvation, tho 


no more of his Writings are preſerved; that he was much 


converſant in that Work, and that the Safety and Edifi- 
cation of the Church was his great Study; to promote 
which he both preached as he had Opportunity, and alſo 
he gave all Diligence to write unto them Hh are ſanc- 
tified by God the Father, and preſerved in Feſus Chriſt, 
aud 6/87 This became neceſſary after Churches were 
%% - planted 


is imitable Converſation. God 


in good earneſt, and that they ought to liſten to it as to 
a 


* 


(4) 


planted in places remote from FJeruſalem, eſpecially | 
52 Errors might be broached by the falſe Apoſtle? 5 1 

and ſuch as coveted the Pre-emmence, as was even fore- Gi 

told to the Epheſian Church by the Apoſtle Paul, ce 

Ads xx. 29, 30. For I know this, that after my departing ry 

ſhall grievous Wolves enter in among yon, not ſparing the 2 
Flock, Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, Rake or 

iug Way things, to draw away Diſciples after them. m 

And our Apoſtle aſſerts it to be accompliſhed in his ex 

Time, v.4. and therefore he gave all Diligence to write 7 
of the Common Salvation, as it was the principal Bu- ſo 
ſineſs of his Calling, about which he was moſt ſtu⸗ F. 

dious, now that he could not go among them as for- tr 

merly. . „ . ar 

| , ; 

III. His particular End of Writing is to exhort [ 


them, that they ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith once 
denver to the Saints, _ e 


In ͤ handling which I ſhall with God's help. 
1. Shew what is here meant by Faitbd. 8 5 
2. Explain the ſpecial Property of this Faith, viz. 
that it was once deliver'd to the Saints. 1 
3. Enquire into the Work and Buſineſs of the Saints 
about this Faith, viz, that they ſhould earneſtly contend 


1. Faith in Scripture is expreſſed either properly by - 
an act of the Mind, or improperly by its immediate 
Object, the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as here in the 
Text, and elſewhere. This is the Faith once deliver- 
ed to the Saints, the Truth according to Godlineſs. 
And as this comprehends all Divine Revelation, the 
whole Council of God, which in every part is the Ob- 
ject of Faith; ſo we muſt not exclude any particular 
TR though it were either of leſs Importance, and 
the diſtinet Knowledge of it not abſolutely neceſſary 

t Salvation, or of great Importance, yet a point a- 

bove our ſhallow Capacity, and not to be comprehend- 

ed by weak humane Reaſon, (as all Divine Myſteries 

are) but not contrary to Reaſon; for God reveals no- 

thing contrary to ſound Reaſon. The Ground of our 

' Belief is thus ſaith the Lord; we believe upon Teſtimo- 
ny not upon Demonſtration, for bleſſed are they that have 
he | gn | not 


f 


to), 


not ſeen, and yet have believed : But what pon Te- 


timony can we have than that of the faithful and true 
God, who can neither deceive his Creatures, nor be de- 
ceived by them? We are therefore to contend for eye- 
ry Point of Faith reveaPd in God's Word: But all 
Points of Faith not being equally neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, and the Apoſtle uſing a word that expreſſeth a 
mighty Wreſtling, or an earneſt Contending as for an 
extraordinary Prize, we may ſuppoſe that the primitive 
Chriſtians in the Apoſtles Time did exert their Zeal for 
ſome Do@rines more than for others, and that by the 
Faith here mentioned, the Apoſtle intends thoſe Doc- 
trines that are the Ground of a Chriftian's bleſſed Hope, 
and that diſtinguiſh'd Chriſtianity in thoſe Days from 
Tudaiſm and Gentihſm, and from the groſs Errors then 
broach'd and hinted at in this Epiſtle ; ſuch as, 


That there is but one only, the living and true God, 
the Father, the Word, and the Hol 1 bre, the Three 
that bear Record in Heaven, and theſs Three are one eter- 
nal God, the ſame in Subſtance, and equal in Power and 
Glory, in whoſe Name we are baptized and bleſſed; the 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, the God of Providence, 
| who made Man upright and 2 y, and who has fore- 
ordained all things for his own Glory. | | 
That by one Man, our common Parent, Adam, Sin en- 
zered into the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death 
paſſed upon all Men, for that all have fined, and ſtand 
guilty before God of 1 Sin, are conceiv'd and 
born in Sin, and under the Curſe of God's holy and ſtrict 
Law, are become unable to recover themſelves, and to 
be juſtified by the Law, but are by Natare Children of 
Wrath in a State of Sin and Miſery. | 
That upon Man's Fall God was graciouſiy pleaſed to 
find out and propoſe the Means of 2 Recovery, to de- 
liver him from the State of Sin and Miſery, and to bring 
bim into a State of Salvation by a Redeemer. 
. That the only Redeemer is the bleſſed Meſſiah promi- 
ſed 10 the Church from the beginning, as the Seed of 
the Woman that fhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, to be- 
come Emmanuel God Man, and to be manifeſted in due 
ame. 3 N c 


That 


— 


(s) 
That Jeſus of Nazareth is the promiſed Me fab, Being 
Ea united to the eternal Word of God, and really 
Emmanuel; all the Characters of the Feen ele 
in Scripture exactly agreeing to him and to none elſe, at 
20% great Prophet, Prieſt and King of his Church, and 
ws 10 ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto God thro 
im. | 
That in the fulneſs of time according to Prophecy of ho- 
ly Scripture, the Meſſiab's human Nature was conceived 
by te oly Ghoſt in the Momb of the Virgin Mary, and 
orn of ber without Sin, yet undergoing the ſmleſs Infir- 
mities of this Life. ; 

That as our Redeemer and Surety he obey'd the while 
| Law of God which Man had wiolated, aud at laſt offered 
ap his human Nature, Soul aud Body, as a Sacrifice of A: 
Fouement and Propitiation to God be Father for all that 
believe in him, enduring for their ſakes the Wrath of the 
Father, the Contradidtun of Sinners, and the curſed Death | 
of the Croſs, being alſo bury'd, and continuing under the 
Power of Death for a time. x | 

That on the third Day he roſe again from the Dead for 
the Juſtification of his People, and aſcended into Heaven 
with the ſame human Nature, where he is exalted at the 
' Father's right Hand, is poſſeſs'd of his mediatorial Ning: 
dom, until all his Enemies are made his Footſtool, and 
1 at the laſt Day to judge the Quick and the 

ead. | | 
That by his Obedience he has merited all the Bleſſings of 
the new Covenant promis'd in God's Word, eſpecially the 
holy and eternal Spirit of God whom he ſends to the 
Hearts of his People to regenerate and convert them, and 
zo build them up in Holineſs aud Comfort, and to enable 
them to perſevere. | 5 

That all who expect to be juſtify" d before God, and ſav'd 
by this Redeemer, muſt believe in him, or come to him, or 
receive him, and rely upon him alone, as he is offered in 
the Goſpel : they muſi 5 on towards God from the very 
heart of all Sin both of Nature and Life, muſt plead, not 
their own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but that 
which is thro Faith in Chriſt; which they are enabled 10 
do by a diligent uſe of the outward Means whereby Chriſt 
communicates to them the Benefits of his Redemption, eſpe» 
cially che Ward, the Sacraments, and Prayer. 2 

25 ; : That 


— 


(5) BY 
' That all who make Profeſſion of Chriſt; muſt *endeavony 
70 manifeſt the Reality and Sincerity of their Love . tb 
him, and of their Faith and Hope in him, by walking as 
he alſo walked in all his imitable Actious, by honouring 
all God's Commandments, and this ſoberly, righteouſly, 
ard godly in this preſent World, looking for the bleſſed 
Hope at the glorious Appearance of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
0 is the great God, and our Saviour, and who at the 
Reſurrection will. come the ſecond time without being a 
Sin Offering unto the everlaſting Salvation of all his 
Friends and Followers. | 5 


Theſe and any others of the ſame Importance may 
be juſtly call'd the Grounds or Fundamentals of a Chriſ- 
tian's Hope, and the Characteriſticks of Chriſtianity in 

the Days of the Apoſtle Fade, or that Faith which he 
exhorts them garneſtiy to contend for. They were indeed 
to contend for every bit of Revelation, even about the 
Circumſtantials of Religion; but they were earneſtly to 
contend for the great Things of God, the principal Ar- 
ticles of Faith, the Knowledge of which is more 
neceſſary to Salvation, and which before Jude wrote 
this Epiſtle were plainly revealed in the Scriptures of- 
the Old Teſtament, and by the preaching of the Apoſtles, 
and in thoſe Books of the New Teſtament that were 

then written and read in the Churches. The Apoſtle 
Paul intimates as much 2 Tim. 1. 13, 14: Hold faſt the 
Form of ſound Words which thou baſt heard of me in Faith 
and Love, which is in Chriſt Feſus: That good thin 
which was committed unto thee ,” keep by the Holy Ghet 
which dwelleib in un. 5 | 
And tho” there is not a univerſal Agreement about 

Fundamentals, becauſe many call'd Chriftians are gone 
aſtray from ſeveral reveal'd Truths; yet the Proteſtant 
reform'd Churches, as they came out of myſtical Baby- 
ian harmoniouſly agreed in thoſe important Truths, as 
appears by their Confeſſions and Articles of Faith-com- 
pared together, and have tranſmitted them to us, not as 
their Deciſions and Doctrines, but as the Senſe of God's 
Word, the only Rule of Faith and Manners from which 
they were faithfully collected; for we Proteſtants af- 
firm that a lawful and neceſſary Conſequence from 
Scripture is not a human Tradition, but the true Senſe 

«and Meaning of God's Word. 5 
| | | ut 


{ee 


#4 ) 
But at leaſt we may warrantably affirm that theFaitdj 
here recommended is the Sum of thoſe Chriſtian Doc: 
trines that were oppoſed by the Hereticks whom the 
Apoſtle Jude reproves in this Epiſtle, and the principal 
Articles of Faith in thoſe Days may be gathered eaily 
from the oppoſite groſs Errors that were broached and 
W in the firſt Century, compared with God's 
Ord. ; Wt E 


2. I ſhall next explain the ſpecial Property of this 
Faith here mention'd, viz. that it was once deli. 


vered to the Saints, In which we have, 


I. The Author of this Faith imply'd. 


2. Lo whom it was deliver CCG. 
3. How it was deliver d to em. 


. The Author of this Faith is no Apoſtle, no Church | 


or Society, either of Angels or Men, who are only at 
beſt but the Miniſters of God; for the Apoſtle Paul 


expreily ſays, I have received of the Lord that which 


alſo J delivered unto you. And ſo Fam. i. 17. There 

Fore this Faith has no lefs an Author than God, nay: o- 
therwiſe it could not deſerve our Belief, and we mult 
have remain'd for ever ignorant of it, if he had not 
graciouſly and wiſely. reyeal'd it; for as our Confeſſion 


of Faith begins, 


Aliho' the Light of Nature, and the Works of Creati- 
on aud Providence do ſo far manifeſt the Goodneſs, Wii 
dom and Power of God, as to. leave. Men inexcaſable, 
yet are they not ſufficient to give that Knowledge of God, 
and of his Will which is neceſſary to Salvation ; therefore 
it pleaſed the Lord at ſundry times, aud in divers man- 
ners, to reveal himſelf, and to declare that his Mill unto 
the Charch; and afterwards, for the better preſerving aud 
| propagating of the Truth, and for the more ſure Eſtabliſu- 
ment and Comfort of the Church againſt the Corruption 
of the Fleſh, and the Malice of Satan, and of the World, 
to commit the ſame wholly to writing ; which maketh the 
holy Scriptare to be, moſt. neceſſary, thoſe former ways of 
revealing his Mill unto his People being now ceas d. 
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(9) 


and Will to Writing ; and, 


2. He has delivered it to the Saints in general, to the 


Catholick Church, or the profeſſing People of God, 


who are here called Saints; not that they are perfect; 
but that they are ſeparazed from the World, ſet apart 
for God and his Service, and make publick Profeflion 
of Holineſs; tho” alas, they are not all holy in Heart; 


and with many of em God is not well pleaſed: But 
God has not delivered this Faith to the World, or 
any that are out of the viſible Church; though ſuch 


may hear the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and Miniſters are 


obliged to preach it to every Creature, to all Nations 
without Exception: But it is the Church's great- Trea=- 
ſure and Inheritance, committed to the Saints in order 
to be carefully preſerved by them from all Corruptions, 
maintain'd againſt all Oppoſition, and to be tranſmitted 


pure to Poſterity. Hence the Apoſtle calls the Church 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth, 1 Tim. tit: 15. And 
he exhorts his Philippians to ſtand faſt in one Spirit, | 


ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel, Phil. i. 27. 

And they that act like Saints will be careful of it: 
3. The Apoſtle Jude alſo informs us how it was de- 

liver'd, 27. once deliver'd to the Saints. This Word im- 


ports not here, that the Faith was at one time only deli- 


ver'd; for God ſpake at various times, firſt in the Garden 
of Eden upon the Fall, and all ſubſequent Revelations 


were intended to explain that firſt one. But this word 


vzce is very Emphatical, and imports here, 


1. That the Faith was once, that is, certainly or al- 


ready delivered to the Saints, or that they could not 


doubt of it; and were therefore inexcuſable if they did 


not earneſtly contend for it. Thus we find the ſame 


Word uſed, Pf; Ixii. 11. God hath ſpoken ance, &c. 
2. That it was unchangeably delivered, ſo as not to 


be revoked or altered, but firmly to remain the ſtand- 
ing Rule of Life, as the ſame Word imports, P/. Ixxxix. 


35. Once have I ſworn by m Holineſs, TC: 


And ſo the Apoſtle's Meaning 1s, that the Faith or | 


Doctrine of the Goſpel was once for all, or certainly 
and 1 delivered to the Saints; to which no- 
thing is to be a 


ſcein 


God in his infinite Wiſdom has conſigned his Mind 


1 ded, and nothing is to be diminiſh'd 
from it: It is never to be forſaken or neglected, be- 
eauſe no other way of Salvation is to be revealed; and 
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ſecing it is in vain for us to look for another, we myſt 
hold faſt this Faith to the coming of the Lord Jeſus. 

3. I ſhall enquire into the Work and Buſineſs of the 

Saints in the Apoſtle's Days about this Faith, +, 
That they ee earneſtly contend for it. 

The original Word (ene i ) ſignifies not only 

to contend or fight, but to do it 3 and with 

lers in the 
Olympick Games, or the braveſt Soldiers; or as we 
tranſlate it, earneſtly contend, or as in an Agony. But 
for the better underſtanding the Apoſtle's Meaning, |] 
ſhall give you the Import of this Exhortation, as dire4- 
cd to the Primitive Church; for tis certain the Apoſtle 
exhorts not to contend for the Faith with Fleets and Ar- 
mies, and the Power of Princes, nor was there any 
Chriſtian Prince in thoſe Days; but the Precept being 
directed to the People of God that were then Diſſenters 
from the Religion of the State, we may underſtand the 
| Apoſtle to exhort them earneſtly to contend for the 

Faith, in the following manner, ix. 

1. By a zealous and publick Profeſſion of the Faith be- 
fore God andMen, without being afraid or aſham'd to own 
it, but rather glorying in it as the Inſtrument of Al- 
mighty Power unto the Salvation of all Believers, whe- 
ther 7 Rely or Gentiles, and contains no juſt matter of 
Shame, but on the contrary, is altogether the matter of 
Joy and Confidence. Tis true the Croſs of Chriſt was 
to the Fews a ſtumbling Block, and to the Gentiles Fool- 
iſnneſs; but all true Believers being enlightned by God's 
Word and Spirit to ſee the Neceſſity of Chriſt's Humi- 
Hation, and the Reaſonableneſs of his ſubſequent Exal- 
ration, believing him to be Lord and God, and that 
there is no other Name under Heaven whereby Men 
could be ſaved b»t the Name of Feſus , they glory'd in 
his Croſs, publickly own'd his Name, and Cauſe, and 
held faſt the Conſeſſion of their Faith without wavering ; 
continuing in the Faith grounded and ſettled, and not 
moved away from the Hope of the Goſpel, neither 
by Hereticks nor Perſecutors. Hence the Apoſtle, 
2 Tim. i. 13. exhorts Twmothy, a worthy Evangeliſt 
and Miniſter of Chriſt, Hold faſt the Form of Sound 
Words which thou haſt heard of me And the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians well knew how the Lord Jeſus had 

warned all his Followers, ſaying, Mat. x. 775 33. 


ofnever 


called to it. 


WWhoſuever therefore F confeſs me befare Men, bim 


will 1 confeſs lalſo before my Father in Heaven: but 
whoſoever ſhall deny ine before Men, bim will I alſo de- 
ny before my Father in Heaven. And Luke ix. 26. For 


| whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me, and of my Words, of 


him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed when he ſhall come 
to his own Glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy Au- 


gels. And therefore they would 5 avoid a luxe- 


warm Diſpoſition, which our Lord reproves in the 
Church of Laodicea, and threatens her for it. 
2. They were in Conſequence readily diſpoſed to ſuf- 


fer for the Faith, whatever God in his Providence did 


call them to, counting all things but Loſs and Dung 
for the excellent Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord, 
for whom they had ſuffered the Loſs of all things. They 
chearfully parted with all their old Acquaintances, and 
patiently underwent many Sufferings, as eb. x. 32, 33,34. 

Nay we find them praiſing God for counting them wor- 
thy to ſuffer for the Name of Jeſus any Reproaches, 
Loſſes, or Hardſhips, and all ſorts of Deaths for the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints; and were God's 
faithful Witneſſes before the World, enduring the ſame 


Lot with the Old Teſtament Saints as intimated in Heb. 


Xt. 36, 37, 38. 1 1 
And all this in order to ſhew the high Value they had 
for the Faith, and would ſeal it with their Blood when 
Thus in later Times our bleſt Reformers contend- 
ed for the ſame Faith, even in theſe Kingdoms, and 
propagated the Truth by their Sufferings ; as one ſaid in 
Scotlaud when Mr. Patrick Hlammilton, a Reformer, 
nobly born, was burnt, They ſhould have burut him in 
a Cellar under Ground, if they had been cunning, be- 
cauſe his Flames have inlighte#'d almoſt all the County 
a Eu | | 
3. By an holy and exemplary Converſation ; for they 
ſuffered not as Evil-doers, but had their Converſation 
honeſt among the Gentiles, and their falſe Accuſers 
were often aſhamed by an their good Works, 
and their patient continuance in Well-doing: Nay they 
often forced a Teſtimony for the Faith of the Goſpel 
from their very Perſecutors, ro it by their 
Lives to all Men's Conſideration, as the Doctrine ac- 


cording to Godlineſs, and as propoſing a ſuitable Re- 
C2 | compence 
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» Eompence to all its Profeſſors; and in purſuance there · 


of they had their Converſation becoming the Goſpel, 
walking worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being 
fruitful in every good Work, and encreaſing in the 
Knowledge of God, being holy in Heart, and exem- 
plary in Life, loving one another according to Chriſt's 
Command, being peaceable Subjects to the Civil 
Powers, compaſſionate to the Diſtreſſed, honeſt in 
their Dealings, true to their Word, and followin 

Peace with all Men. For their bold Profeſſion of, ani 

zealous lawtul Contention for the Faith, did not hin- 


der their being always ready to give an Anſwer to eve 
Man that asked a Reaſon of their Hope with Meekneſs 


and Fear, and by their decent Converſation recom- 
mended the Truth to Strangers. | 1 
4. By tranſmitting it to Poſterity pure and uncorrupt- 
ed. This we may ſuppoſe they did, not only by Preach- 
ing and Writing, but alſo by cal the inſpired Books 
of the Old and New Teſtament faithfully tranſcribed, 
as the laſting Rule or Canon of Faith and Life to all 
Generations; and alſo by Catechiſing the younger ſort 

eſpecially, or inſtructing them in the chief Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith. Indeed this laſt ſeems to be the 
moſt ancient way of Inſtruction, and to have been uſed 
in the Patriarchal Times before and after the Flood, the 


Goſpel being then moſtly taught by Tradition of Parents 


to their Children: And Moſes made all Parents Catechiſts, 
Deut. vi. 7. Aud thou Halt teach them diligently unto thy 


 _ Chilaren, and ſhalt Yalk of them when thou ſitteſt in thine. 


Houſe, and when, &c, Nor need we queſtion its be- 


ing in uſe in the Schools of the Iſraelites in Canaar ;; 


nay our Lord, when twelve Years old, ſeems to have 
countenanced it, Luke ii, 46. — They found him in the 
Temple fitting in the midſt of the Doctors, both hearing 
them and asking them Queſtious. And Luke was the Ca> 


techiſt of the moſt excellent Theophilus; and the Apo- 


ſtle Paul enjoins Parents to bring up their Children in 
the Nurture and Admaonition of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4. | 

This Work is to teach by Conference, or þy Que- 
ſtion and Anſwer, though the way and manner of it is 
left to the Prudence of Parents, and other Catechiſts, 


Who may chuſe their own Method, according to the Ca- 


pacity and Circumſtances of the Catechumens, and as 
the great end thereof may be moſt eaſily again : 
4 re Lag, 4 Nor 


EL 'Cx23Þ 
Now the Primitive Chriſtians may be ſuppoſed to fall 
in with ſuch an ancient Practice, recommended by the 
Apoſtles, and gy uſeful for propagating and pre- 
| ſerving the Faith: And we may the rather ſuppoſe it, 
that. we find very early, none were admitted to the 
Lord's Supper that had not been firſt catechiſed by the 
Paſtor, or by the Teacher, or in ſome large Congre- 
ations by the Catechiſt, who was a Miniſter appointed 
for that particular Work: And fo all Communicants 
were firſt Catechumens, whereby they taught the riſing 
Generation the Faith once delivered to the Saints, 
tranſmitted it pure to Poſterity, and much prevented 
the Riſe and Growth of Error. . e a - 
F. By oppoſing the Deſigns of the Erroneous, or by | | 
doing what was incumbent on them, to cruſh Error, 
and to prevent its Growth. Now the Queſtion is what 
was incumbent on the Primitive Chriſtians, or how far 
they could warrantably oppoſe the Erroneous ? For 
they could not then erect an Inquiſition to puniſh the 
Hereticks, as the Papiſts do thoſe whom they pro» 
nounce Hereticks: Nay, we may believe they had no 
Notion of that worſt part of Popery, as firmly believ- 
ing that Chriſt's Kingdom, though in the World, x 
not of this World, and is not to be adminiſter'd after the 
manner of the World's Kingdoms. But Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles gave them certain Rules of dealing with the 
Erroneous, as well as with the immoral Members of 
the Church, in. obſerving of which, they might avoid | 
all Spiritual Tyranny, and the ſame time earneſtly con- "el 
tend for the Faith, Our Lord's general Direction is, 
Matth. xviii. 15, 16, 17, 18. Moreover, if thy Brother 
ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his Fault be- 
tween thee and him, alone: if he fhall hear thee, thou 
haſt gain'd thy Brother. But if he will not hear thee, 
then take with thee one or two more; that in the Month 
of two or three Witneſſes, every Word may be eſtabhifh'd. 
And if * Mon neglect to hear them, tell it unto the 
Church: But if he neglect to hear the Church, let him 
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be unta thee as an Heathen Man, and a Publican. Verily 
[ ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, 45 1¹ 
be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever ye fhall loſe on 
Earth ſhall he loſed in Heaven. And the Apoſtle Paul 
informs us, 1 Cor. vi. 12, 13. For what have. I to do 
zo judge them that are without: Do not you judge 3 
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that are within ? But them that are be Cod Judge | 


etch, The Apoſtles travelled round the World, not on- 


Iy to propagate the Faith, but even to contend earneſt. 
Iy for it, in thoſe Churches where it was attack'd b 

falſe : Teachers, exhorting them to ſtrive together for 
the Faith of the Goſpel, and againit Error. So we read 
how the Apoſtie Paul exhorts Timothy, 1 Tim. i. 20. To 
hol: the Valtl, A a 8 967 S832 ace, which ſome hav 
eng Put aw, corrermme ah hade made Shipwrack, 
of whoa 13 Fiynoicn 27d Alexander, whoin (ſays he) 
1 have delivered unto 54ta, 114 they may learn not to 
blaſphere ; and he commands V motby and others to 


withdraw from the Erroneous, to veware of them, to 
rebuke them, and to re/i/t them. Thus 1 Tim. vi. 3, 


5. If any lilau teach otherwiſe and conſent not to 
avholeſomze Words, even ihe Words of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and to thc Duclriue which is according to Godli- 
zeſs, from ſuch withdraw thy ſelf. And Rom. xv. 
17. Now I beſeech you, Brethrei, mark them which 
cauſe Divifions aud iferices, contrary to the Dottrine 
avhich ye have learacd., and avnd them. | 

From all which 'tis plain that the Apoſtles inſtituted a 
certain Diſcipline in the Church, and directed the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians how to deal with Herelicꝶs, charging 
them to oppoſe Error as well as Immorality: And we 
may from the New "Teſtament, rationally conclude 
that they uſed all poſſible and lawful Means to con- 


vince and reclaim the Erroneous, and to cruſh their Er- 


rors; ſuch as, . 
Firſt, The Overſeers of Churches, and the more ju- 


dicious and able Chriſtians aid converſe in private with 


them, and argued the Matters in Debate. If that way 
ſucceeded, and the Error was once diſcovered to the 
Man's Underſtanding and Conſcience, and an honeſt 
Acknowledgment thereof made by him, there was no 


| occaſion to proceed farther : But if ſuch private Con- 


ferences produced no ſuch good Effect, and rather tend- 
ed to harden and imbolden them in Error, then 

Next the Erroneous might be brought to a publick 
Hearing, if a profeſſing Chriſtian, either before that par- 
ticular Church of which he was a ſtated Member, or 
before an Aſſembly of Church Officers, that might 
convene in order to direct the Churches in dubious 


Matters, and in order to contend earnettly far the 


| 
— 1 
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Faith. We read of ſuch an Aſſembly, Ads xv. And 
if the Reſult. of ſuch private Conferrings, and publick 
Hearings, was the reclaiming of the Erroneous which 
they had in their Eye, no doubt, as the deſirable end of 
all their Diſcipline, they had ſuitable Matter of praiſing 
God, and rejoicing together; as the Apoſtle ſays, 
James v. 19, 20. Brethren, if any of you do err from 
the Truth, and one convert him; let him know that he 
which converteth the Sinner from the Error of his Way, 
hall ſave a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Multitude 
of Sius. . = 
5 1 if the Erroneous prov'd obſtinate after all plau- 
ſible Means uſed to reclaim him, then the Church did 
either ſuſpend him from their Communion for a time; 
as may be gathered from 2 The. iii. 14, 15. And if 
any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note that 
Man, and have no Company with him, that he may be 
| 7 : Yet count him not as an Enemy, but admoniſs 
im as a Brother, Or at laſt, after all, they were forced 
to cut him off from their Society, as a rotten Member, 
and to regard him as an Enemy to the Faith, once de- 


lvered to the Saints. Thus the Apoſtle Paul dires | 


Timothy, 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5. And chargeth Titus iii. 10. 
A Man that is an Heretick after the 700 and ſecond Ad- 
monuition reject. And our bleſſed Lord himſelf in his 
FEpiſtles to the ſeven Churches of leſſer Aſia, rebukes and 
threatens the Church at Pergamus, for not expelling 
thoſe that held the Doctrines of Balaam, and of the 
Nicolaitans, and the Church at Thyatira, for ſuffering 
the Followers of Fezabel, to communicate with them. 
Nor did the Primitive Chriſtians forbear to give Warn- 
ing againſt ſuch obſtinate Heretichs, though about things 
indifferent they were indeed very eaſy in their Diffe- 
rences; but about the more concerning Points of Re- 
ligion, they were very zealous, warning People to 
avoid groſs Errors, as a Plague. And though this Warn- 
ing was a part of the Paitor's and Teacher's Work, 
who could do it with due Authority, as being ſet forthe 
Defence of the Goſpel, yet no doubt private Chriſtians 
might do it as they had Opportunity, and with good 
Succeſs; | | . . 
And ſo if the Erroneous were not gain'd by ſuch a 
Diſcipline, we may ſuppoſe however that the ſound 
Members of the Church might be thereby preſerved 
| rom 


(16) | 


from the Contagion, and more diſpoſed to concur in 
r 


preventing the Growth of Error ; Nay, and the Honour 
of the Chriſtian Religion might be retriev'd among its 
Enemies that waited for all Occaſions of reproaching 
the Chriſtian Name, and would have been glad to 
hear of the Chriſtians being diſtracted and broken by 
Errors and Herefies. But the Church's oppoſing the 


Erroneous as far as wzg incumbent on them, would 


quickly ſtop the Enemies Carrier, and would afford 
ſound Believers a ſufficient Anſwer to all Cavils. 

This ſeems to have been incumbent on the Primitive 
Churches, in oppoſing the Erroneous in the Days of 
our Apoſtle. For the ſecular Powers being then In- 


fidel, pretended to no Concern in the Diſcipline of the 


Chriſtian Church, nor covid any the molt. obſtinate 
Heretic be puniſh'd in his Perſon and Eſtate, by fal- 


ling under the Diſpleaſure of the Church, even though 


he ſhould bring over the greater part of a Congregation 
to embrace his Notions, and ſhould ſet up himſelf as 


their Biſhop or Paſtor: For in ſuch a Caſe, the ſound 


Believers of that Congregation muſt either form them- 
ſelves into a diſtin and ſeparate Aſſembly, with their 
_ own new Paſtor, or join in Communion with the 
next Church that contended earneſtly for the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, and ſo practically declare againſt 
Hereticks, as having nothing to do with them, obſery- 
ing the Words of the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Cor. vi. 14, &c. 
Be ye not unequally yoked together with Unbeliever Soom 
for what part hath he that believeth with an Infidel ? 


Wherefore, come out from among them, aud be ye ſeparate, 


faith the Lord. rats | 
This is not unreaſonable nor inexpedient; for how 
can two walk together unleſs they be agreed ? And 
as thoſe Orthodox will readily prevent their being thruſt 
out of an Hererical Church by withdrawing themſelves, 
who have not Inclination and Freedom of Mind to 
Join with ſuch ; ſo the Erroneous ought not to complain 
when thruſt out of an Orthodox Church that ſincerely 
think they ought by all careful Means to preſerve their 
Conſtitution and Doſtrine, pure and uncorrupted, which 
is the common privilege of every Society: The Or- 
thodox complain not of being debarr'd Communion in 
Erroneous Churches ; becauſe they would not have it; 


- 


if it was in their Offer, without a previous Reforma» 
. | | tion 
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tion, which they heartily pray for, and lament the want 
of it as the great Cauſe of Separation: whereas the Er- 
roneous complain in ſuch a Caſe ; becauſe they are 
for mixt, or Catholick Communion, and againſt debar- 
ring of any for Error, which they think not worth 
while to enquire into, as of no Service to the Peace of 
the Church, for which they ſeem more zealous than for 
Truth. , 7 

But Reaſon and Experience have taught us that Ca- 
tholick Communion can't be long maintain'd without 
Catholick Union in fundamental Principles, and that a 
Man acts the honeſt and fair part in uſing no religious 
Mask, but frankly owning his Principles and Opinions, 
and adhering to that Party of Chriſtians that are near-. 
eſt of Kin to him, where Providence may order his 
Lot, and courteouſly behaving himſelf to others as far 
as is conſiſtent with an earneſt contending for the Faith 
once detiverd tothe Saints. © TT ene 
6. By earneſt Prayer Publick and Private, lifting up 
your Hearts to God, jointly and ſeparately, in frequent 
and fervent Defires, that he would be pleaſed to pre- 
ſerve his own People from Error, to lead them con- 
ſtantly by his Spirit in the way of Truth and Holinefs, 
to convince the Erroneous, and reduce them ſincerely 
to profeſs the true Faith, and however to blaſt their 
Endeavours of poiſoning God's People by their dan- 
"wes Notions, that God would raiſe up choſen In- 
ſtruments, like poliſh'd Shafts for ſpreading the Faith 
through the Earth, for tranſmitting it pure ro Pofterity, 
and for preventing the Riſe and Growth of Error. 

We find the Word of God warranted them to pray 
to this purpoſe, ' and their known Leal for the Faith 
would prompt them thus to contend for it: . 
All theſe put together, vi. A zealous and publick 
Profeſſion of the Faith. | | 

A ready Diſpoſition to ſuffer for it: 

An holy and exemplaty Converſation worthy of it. 

A tranſmitting it to Poſterity pure and uncorrupted. 

A doing what was incumbent on them to cruſh Ers 
ror in the Bud, or to prevent its Growth: h 

And a praying as above hinted. * | 

I ay, all theſe are comprehended in the Exhortation 


of the Apoſtle Jude in its full Force, as dite cted to the 
"= D | Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians in his Days according to their Circumſtau- 


ces as we may trace the Veſtiges of their Conduct. 


IV. The neceſſity of Writing at this Time intimated, 
It was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you, 


Now this - Intimation is explain'd in the reſt of the 
Epiſtle: For the lamentable occaſion of this Writing is 
declared, v. 4. For there are certain Men crept in una- 
wares, who were before of old ordained to this Condem. 
nation, ungodly Men, turning the Grace of God into Laſ- 
civiouſneſs, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt ; and therefore ſays, v. 5. I will therefore put 
you in remembrance, though you once knew this. And 
then proceeds to give Arguments for inforcing his Ex- 


hortation, drawn from the former Inſtances of God's 
Vengeance; from the horrid 1 of theſe Se- 


ducers ; from the Teſtimonies of Holy Men againſt 
them. + - Os i 
Then he gives Directions by way of Antidote, or a 


Remedy to cure theſe Evils, v. 20, 21, 22, 23. and 


cCconcludes with a Doxology, as I hinted at firſt. 


All that is pertinent at preſent is only to take Notice 
that the Apoſtle Jude had too much Reaſon to ſee it 
necdful to write at this Time, becauſe of the Seducers 
in his Days, whom he deſcribes after ſuch a manner as 
ſhould awaken Miniſters and Congregations to look out 
ſharp, to beſtir themſelves in contending earneſtly for 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints. | 


APPLICATION. 


Theſe Words afford us a manifold Improvement: 
For we may here ſee, | 


1. The Duty of a faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, even 


to give fair TG tohis People of approaching Dan- 
ger. This is grounded on the Practice of our Apoſtle, 
and on the Nature of the miniſterial Office, as expreſ- 


ſed in Scripture. Our Buſineſs is not Arbitrary, but we 
are injoin'd and directed in God's Word —— To feed 
you with Knowledge and Underſtauding, Jer. iii. 15. 


To be fearleſs in the way of Duty, and to ſpeak 
God's Words to you, whether you will hear, or 8 
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ther you will forbear, Exel. ii. 6, 7. We are made 
Watchmen unto the Houſe of 1/-ael, to give you Warn- 
ing from God, Exel. iii. 17. To teach you the Dif- 
ference between the Holy and Prophane, between the 
Clean and the Unclean, Ezel. xliv. 23. . 

To be good Shepherds, imitating the great Shepherd 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, John x, — The Apoſtle Paul 


in his farewel Sermon to the Elders of Epheſas has di- 
rected us well, Acts xx, 18, &c. | 
And we are commanded to hold faſt the Form of 
found Words, and ts cominit the ſame to faithful Men 
who fhall be able to teach others alſo; as the Apoſtle re- 
lates, 2 Tim. ii. 2. and zo hold faſt the faithful Word, as we 
have been taught, that we may be able by ſound Doctrine, 
both to exhort, and to convince the Gainſayers, Tit. i. 9. 
And ſo here in the Text. | 5 
2. It is conſequently the Duty of People to liſten to 
the honeſt, ſeaſonable and faithful Warnings of Mini- 
ſters, to ſuffer the Word of Exhortation. Oh ! let the 
Words of the Apoſtle never þe forgot, Heb, xiii. 7, 8, 
5 Remember them which have the Rule over par who 
ave ſpoken unto you the Ward of God; whoſe Faith fol- 
Inv, conſidering the end of their Converſation: Feſus 
Chriſt, wp? oma yeſterday, and to 757 and forever, Be 
not carried about with diverſe and ſtrange Doctrines; 
for it is @ good thing that the Heart be eſtabhiſh'd with 
Grace. Do not take it amiſs that we are ſo earneſt in 
ſuch Exhortations, for we watch for your Souls as 
thoſe that are to give an Account at the Bar of Chriſt, 
and if we are not faithful, we are dumb Dogs in God's 
Account, and the Scripture is full of direful Woes pro- 
nounced againſt unfaithful: Miniſters, their Judgment 
lingereth not, and there Hell will be intollerable, and 
as an Ancient ſaid, Hell is paved with ſuch: Therefore 
pray liſten to us, and bear with our Zeal for God, 
and for the Souls of Men, 8 5 
3. We ſhauld be all excited hence, to be endea- 
vouring to have a clear and full Perſuaſion of the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints; eſpecially of the more im- 
portant Articles thereof, becauſe of the Excellency of 
it; for it comes from God, and owns him for its Author, is 
the Doctrine according to Godlineſs, and ſhews Men the 
way to eternal Salvation, Job. xvii, 3. This is Life e- 
ternal, to know thee the only true God, and Jeſus C _ 
e F _ whons 
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' whom thou haſt ſent: And becauſe we ſhall never con. 
tend for it, until we have a clear Notion and firm Per. 
- ſuaſion of it: For Men do not contend for what th 
don't underſtand and value. In order to direct you, 

I. Search the Scriptures, the Word of God; for this 
Faith is only to be found there, and he that is much 
. converſant in his Bible, is in the way to be a good Di. 
vine. All Commentaries, Sermons, Creeds, Confef. 
ſions, and human Writings, are only to be regarded a 
they are proved by Scripture, and as they declare our 
Senſe and Meaning of the Scripture, which is the pro- 
5 and neceſſary uſe of em; for all pretend to take the 
Word of God as the only Rule: But we ſhould ſearch 
into the Meaning thereof, like the noble Bereazs, in 
order to be able to witneſs a good Confeſſion when 
Providence ſhall call us to it, and to tranſmit the Faith 
pure to the riſing Generation, without Equivocatian or 
mental Reſervation. 

2. Study ſerious Religion or practical Gadlineſ: 
Thus our Lord, Joh. vii, 17. f awy Man will do his 
Will, he ſpall know of the Doctrine, whether it be if 
God, or whether I ſpeak of my ſelf, Thus you ſee ſuch 
have a Promiſe, nay many Promiſes; for Pſal. xxv. g. 
The Meek will he guide in Judgment, and the Meek will 
he teach his Way. Error and Immorality love one + 
nother, and produce one another: for as erroneous 
Perſons come at laſt to have feared Conſciences, and 
commit Sin from Principle; as appears from this Epiſ- 
tle; ſo immoral Men will jump at Errors to counte- 
[nance their Sins, or God will leave them to fall into 
Errors as a Judgment on them. 0 

3. Be much in Prayer to the God of all Grace, that 
he would enlighten your Minds in the ſaving Know 
ledge of Chriſt, by his holy Spirit: For this is a ſure 
way to fortify us againſt Error, and it is a known and 
try'd way of deriving from Heaven all needful Grace, 
to lead us in the way both of Truth and Uprightneſs; 
whereas it has been often obſerved; that a neglecting 
or a formal Performance of this Duty, has been the 
Fore- runner of judicial Ignorance and Error; and ſuch 
prayerleſs Folks have ſoon commenced Scepticks, cal 
ling ſerious and ſublime Religion by the Name of Er 
thuſiaſin, and declaring againſt contending earneſtl) for 
the Faith, as if it were not here injojn'd, but anly 110 
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ceeded from an uncharitable or perſecuting Diſpoſi- 


tion. 1 5 8 . | 
4. Shake off all Prejudices and Humour, eſpecially 
the Pride of Reaſon. I don't adviſe you to lay afide 


Reaſon, for then you can never come to the Knowledge 


of the Truth ; but let not Reaſon be exalted too high, 


nor think you are capable to comprehend divine Myſte- 
ries with our ſhallow Reaſon, when we cannot com- 
prehend the very ſmalleſt things of Nature; for a thing 
is not iacredible becauſe it is incomprehenſible, but be- 


cauſe it is aureaſonable; but all the divine Myſteries are 
above our Reaſon, tho? not contrary to it. Therefore 


let the Ground of our Belief be, Thus ſaith the Lord, 

We ſhould believe what God ſays, becauſe he ſays it, 
tho' we cannot comprehend it: His Authority is the 
Ground of our Faith, but they that exalt human Rea- 


ſon too high, are for believing nothing without compre- 


hending it, and therefore they oppoſe divine Truths as 


unintelligible and inconſiſtent ; Whereas it is no diffi- 


cult matter to prove that the Fundamental Articles of 
the Proteſtant Religion, contain'd in the Confeffians 
and Catechiſms of the Reform'd Churches, are ground- 
ed on God's written Word, and afford the real Senſe 
thereof; are alſo intelligible, and highly conſiſtent with 


themſelves and ſolid Reaſon, while the Schemes of 
their Adverſaries are unintelligible, and don't han 


together ; which has tempted ſome of them to be again 


all Schemes, and to retain no fix'd Principles, and to 
become everlaſting Doubters and Seekers. . | 
4. Let me join iſſue with the Apoſtle in the Text, 


and exhort you, that ye do earneſtly contend for the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, | 


For this Faith is committed to us as the ſacred De- 
paſitum or Treaſury of the Church, in order to be kept 


inviolable, and propagated by us. 


And it is once for all delivered to us, we cannot ex- 
pect another Revelation, as has been told you before. 
Nor can we pretend to be in worſe Circumſtances 


than the Chriſtians in the Apoſtle's Days; for we are 
alſo Diſſenters in the South Part of this Kingdom, tho' 


not in the North Part of it; and our Churches are like- 
wiſe Evangelical, or erected according to the Rules of 
the New Teſtament; and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 
promiſed to be with us always, even unto the end of the 
+ if: ew me One 1 World; 
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World; and ſuch a contending for the Faith as above 
mention'd, is as practicable now as in the Apoſtle's 
Days; it wants no Act of Parliament to eſtabliſh i 
having ſuch a glorious Precedent, and being warranted 
by Divine Precepts; nor doth it interfere with Men's 
Civil Rights, and with no juſt Reaſon can it be called 
by the odious Names of noe and Perſeca. 
ton; for every Society of God's faithful People muſt 
be allow'd the common Privilege of. preſerving it ſelf, 
and the Holy Treaſure of the Faith once deliver'd to 
the Saints, and of withdrawing from the Underminers 
of this Faith, who are conſequently the Deſtroyers of 
the Church's Peace and Order, and ought to be dealt 
with according to the Rule of God's Word. 

Nay, *'tis well known that in all former Ages, the 
Erroneous, when in Power, took care to contend ear- 
neſtly for their Hereſies, but when they wanted power, 
would exclaim againſt the Orthodox for ſeparating the 
Precious from the Vile, according to God's Word; 
and if God permit them Power again, they will no 
doubt prove as uncharitable and perſecuting as they of 
the ſame Principles were in former Times. 

But their unwarrantable Conduct is no Rule for us, 
and we are not to encourage Reſentments, nor yet re- 
taliate upon our Adverſaries, being otherwiſe directed 
by our Bleſſed Redeemer; nor to deprive the Erroneous 
of their Natural or National Rights, as Men and 
Fellow Citizens, though it were in our Power, thoſe 
things not coming properly under the Cognizance of 
the Church: but Miniſters and People are by the Apoſtle 
here exhorted to contend earneſtly for the Faith in their 
ou vw Stations with Prudence, good Manners and ho- 
1 l. 55 5 
_ : Therefore the Exhortation belongs alſo to us, and as 

we ſhall be anſwerable one Day to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, we muſt make Conſcience of following the Faith 
and laudable Conduct of the Primitive Chriſtians, as 
now deſcrib'd. | 

Conſider ſeriouſly, that Error is at this time a- 
bounding among all ſorts of Profeſſors, which is a ſad 
Omen of God's having a Controverſy with us, be- 
cauſe of our not improving the Pay of qur gracious Vi- 
m_—__ 4 Oe Te” 


And 


SY; 
_ „ | 
And is this a time to fit ſtill, and to ſay nothing, to 
be Indolent and Thoughtleſs? No, my Brethren, we 
ſhould appear on the fide of Truth, and el that 
woeful In 3 about the great Things of God, which 
has been always the Fore- runner of groſs Errors in the 
Church, and which too much prevails in our Days; for 
ſeveral are open avowed Enemies of the Faith; ſome 
that profeſs to believe it, ſeem not to regard the Impor- 
tance of it as they ought, and cannot therefore earneſtly. 
contend for it; and others are of an unſteadfaſt and in- 
conſtant Spirit, wavering like the Waves of the Sea, 
toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every Wind of 
odtrine by the Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs of - 
thoſe that lie in wait to decerve ; ever learning, and never 
able to come to the Knowledge of the Truth; no wonder 
therefore that they prove Indifferent and Sceptical at 


laſt, 3 F 5 
e ſhould even beware of ſaying as Lot ſaid in behalf 
of Zoar, It it not a little one? For Error is to be con- 
fider'd in its Conſequences; and there is a Chain in Er» 
ror as well as in Truth, and if we yield one Point, we 
may be forced to yield twenty. But much more ſhould 
we take care of preſerving the Foundations of our holy 
Religion from being undermin'd by the leaſt Encroach- 
ment; for this Faith once deliver'd to the Saints ſhould 
be dearer to us than our very Lives. 
And let it never be ſaid that we give up the very 
Points of Faith which have been tranſmitted to us thro? 
all Ages, and which Our dear Fathers and Brethren that 
are now in Glory did ſo earneſtly contend for; who 
never thought that any of their Diſciples would have de- 
ſerted and oppoſed them. 5 
Let me ſpeak to you in the Words of the Apoſtle, 
Phil. i. 27, Stand faſt in one Spirit with one Mind, ſtrivs 
ing together for the Faith of the Goſpel, in nothing terri- 
hy d by your Adverſaries; but joining Shoulder to Shoul- 
er, ſupporting and aſſiſting each other in this laudable 
Struggle, this glorious Contention. „„ 
Conſider alſo, that ſome Errors are even damning; 
not as they are only in a Man's Judgment, but as they 
lead him away from Chriſt and practical 3 as we 
find in this Epiſtle; and it is an old and juſt Obſervation, 
that when Men warp into one Error, and obſtinately 
perſiſt in it, thinking it below them to yield, or to oun 
| | their 
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| 425 25 rd Feſus Chriſt unto eternal Life: and of ſome have 
Compaſſion, making a Difference, and others ſave with 
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their Miſtake, they. are frequently left of God to fall un 
der the malign Inſuence of many other Errors, Phu 
how many Ariaus and half Arians have at length become 
dowyntight Sociniaus; who don't mince the matter, - but 
Protels that Chriſt had no Being before he bs. 
conceived in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, and ma 


F ſhall conclude with the Directions of our Apoſtie 


N. 20, &c. But ye beloved, building up 22 ſelves 0 
GHoſt, keep 
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Fear, pulling them out of the Fire, hating even the Gars 
Poet Portes "fr the Fleſh 
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My the fins of our Lord Jeſus Chuk 
de Love of God the Father, and the 
Comfort of the Holy Spirit, the one 
Eternal God and our God yp Joo 30 
evermore. Amen. os MR © 
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